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Background
Voices of Youth (VOY), since 1995, is the Internet site created by UNICEF for young people who want to know more, do more and say more about the world. 
Serving as platform for young voices to be heard, VOY has in its membership over 40,000 young people in over 100 countries of the world with an outreach to the hard to reach, rural young and those who do not have internet access through the Rural Voices of Youth Initiative.

Rural Voices of Youth (RVOY) links young people from rural areas in different countries, who do not have access to internet, to explore, speak out and take action on global issues that are important to them in order to create a world fit for children.  RVOY Country Representatives meet on regularly basis to provide inputs from the hard to reach 

into UNICEF’s work through VOY. RVOY currently operates in 19 countries. 
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Context
Children and Adolescent migration has moved up in the international and policy agenda, and just as migration becomes emerging, VOY in furtherance of its objectives opened a channel for discussion on its website to engage young people in debates on migration issues. From September 14th to October 11th 2008 Voices of Youth in collaboration with Young People We Care (YPWC) and TakingITGlobal held an online consultation on Youth Migration. 
Over 100 young people from different parts of the world had an opportunity to speak on the issue of migration and how it affects young people. Some of the findings demonstrated that youth migration is driven by harsh socio-economic conditions such as low wages, high rates of unemployment, underemployment in rural areas and poverty.
The objectives of the consultation were:

· To develop an improved understanding of global migration trends and its facets among young people at global, regional and national levels; 
· To encourage, promote and facilitate youth participation global debates on Migration and Development; 
· To stimulate new thinking on broader issues of global migration; 
· To get the youth voice well organized and represented with key youth statements at the 2008 Global Forum on Migration and Development in the Philippines.

E-Consultation on Migration
Addressing international migration concerns has undoubtedly become a pressing issue in recent times, not only for governments but also for a broad range of society actors in the north and south countries/states. Today more young people are moving across borders. Over the past few decades, political, economic, social and demographic changes in many parts of the world have uprooted stimulated migration across boarders.
The E-Consultation on migration covered the Global Forum on Migration & Development (GMFD) Steering Committee themes’ on:
· Migration, Development and Human Rights; 
· Secure, legal migration can achieve stronger development impacts; 
· Policy and institutional coherence and partnerships.
Outcomes

Key findings from the e-consultation on youth migration reveal that: 

Young people represent a vulnerable group subject to a multitude of consequences of underdevelopment. 
They can also play an important role in the development of their country and have a positive influence on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals if adequate resources are made available to them. 
The attitude of the government and the society can be totally dissociating because:

· In some regions families strive to send at least one child abroad, placing additional pressure on young people to migrate because of economical or educational reasons that could not be adequately provided in the country of origin.

· In many underdeveloped and developing countries, the governments do not provide enough opportunities to improve the lifestyle of its citizens. 
Young people also migrate because they do not feel the necessity to serve their country and because they are unaware of the role they can play in encouraging and contributing towards developing their home country.
Many developed countries have adopted very restrictive and arguably racist immigration policies that favour migration access only to people with wealth and skills. 
Lastly, most migration data are not disaggregated by age and as such less is known about the contribution of young migrants to their home communities.
Recommendations 

Youth migration should not be seen as purely negative; it can actually encourage creativity, adventure and growth. A positive consequence of migrating is that young people are exposed to how things are done politically in their host countries, allowing them to see that things can be done in a different way. 

This aspect raises awareness about good governance and democracy among young people, who realise that they can be agents of change in their home countries or even have an impact whilst migrating. With such an experience, young migrants and diaspora groups can unite and move for a greater cause towards community development. 

Governments should implement policies that encourage youths to stay and engage themselves in positive activities that can contribute to development of their country. 
Governments should work on the migration agenda and strengthen ties with their citizens abroad promoting their involvement in the transfer of technological know-how and investments.

This they can do through:
· Promoting the return, whether permanent or temporary, of skilled emigrants in order to fill skilled labour gaps at home. 

· Support and create an environment for entrepreneurship growth and business creation in countries of origin. 

· Ratify the core human rights instruments enshrined in International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
Young Voices- Quotes from the E- Consultation
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The main causes for youth migration are obviously the economic conditions and the prospects for the youth in a particular region. (KarTiK Madhira, India)


 [image: image2.png]



“Migration, like many other things has pros and cons. As a migrant, and living in exile for years, the blend of cultures, the understanding of other beliefs and religions is a benefit” (Sazan_Kurdistan, Iraq)

“On the political aspect, it affects the quality of the leaders which tends to leave the veterans or the traditional politicians on their seat” (Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, Philippines)
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“Western nations have developed a very poor impression about African youths that they are very desperate and travel mainly for economic reasons’’ (Chi Primus C., Cameroon)


“Youth are energetic, full of ideas and ever willing to exhibit some skills when it comes to fulfiling their dreams, objectives or goals.  So youth migration contributes a lot to any nation” (Emmanuel Gabari, Nigeria)

“Chronic questions in these young minds could be: “Where are our playmates who’ll be the next people to govern our country and alleviate us from this situation?” or “What does the next generation offer to their fellowmen?”(Quimberly Hyacinth Villamer, Philippines)


“Policy makers must ensure that educational curricula prepare young people for the job market, providing them with professional, entrepreneurial and job – search skills” (Michael Vinyo Addae, Ghana)
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“The solution to immigration is not the creation of laws against migrants; many times they are not guilty of most of the cases that makes them flee. (Daniel Sarmiento, Venezuela)

“There is some amount of serious pressure from a particular area in Edo State (Nigeria), where it has become a norm for almost every household to have a relation living "abroad" (Emmanuel Gabari, Nigeria)
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“One of the way to promote a particular country or region is by setting up a kind of advisory council consisting of people who had migrated but again come back to the country. These people should act as an ambassador to prevent migration” (Kartik Madhira, India)

“Our message to all of you is to inspire to start changing a small piece of society, without thinking of something "big", and then you will see that the "highly contagious disease" named comprehensibility will take over the World! Remember – Think Globally, Act Locally!”(Ausrine YPWC, Youth Consultation on Migration and Development Moderator)
For more information contact:
Maria Cristina Gallegos Voices of Youth Coordinator Adolescent Development & Participation Unit (ADAP),voy@unicef.org 
Michael Boampong, Executive Director, Young People We Care (YPWC),  Michael@ypwc.org
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E- Consultation on Youth Migration


The issue of Youth Migration requires further research to identify and assess its specific impact on children and young people.











VOY gives the opportunity to children and youths to express themselves freely and say their opinion about everything. I thank VOY for that.


_posted by harisstavr
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